PRAYERS OF THE 
JEWISH ADVANCE 


PRAYERS OF THE 
JEWISH ADVANCE 


BY 
~ ABRAHAM CRONBACH 


by 


1924 
BLOCH PUBLISHING COMPANY 
“THE JEWISH BOOK CONCERN” 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 


COPYRIGHT, 1924, BY 
BLOCH PUBLISHING COMPANY 


PRINTED IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


CONTENTS 


PRAYERS OF THE JEWISH ADVANCE 


The Decline of Religious Observance 
Our Contemners - 

The New Year 

The Day of Atonement 

The Feast of Tabernacles 

The Concluding Festival . P 
The Feast of Light and Dedication : 
Purim, the Feast of Mirth 

The Passover . 

The Feast of Weeks . 

The Ninth of Ab . 

‘The Sabbath 


THE CONFIRMATION SERVICE 


Opening Prayer ts tae, 7s 
BiowerlOttering a) 2 Se ee, 5 
Sanctification ~ © te He 
Address to Gonereeston . 

The Meaning of Judaism 

Our Non-Jewish Neighbors . 

First Commandment Interpreted 

Second Commandment Interpreted 


[vo] 


PAGE 


CONTENTS 


Third Commandment Interpreted 
Fourth Commandment Interpreted 
Sixth Commandment Interpreted . 
Seventh Commandment Interpreted . 
Eight Commandment Interpreted 
Ninth Commandment Interpreted 
Tenth Commandment Interpreted 
Address to Parents 

Blessing by the Rabbi 

Adoration . 

Closing Prayer 


MISCELLANEOUS PRAYERS 


Our Temple as the Holy Days ee 

Our School are 

Removal of the Leaven 

Our Enemies 

Work 

Our Confirmants . 

Our Country . 

Israel’s Freedom 

Trust 

Sorrow ; 

Our Children . 

The Babies 

Our Womanhood . : 

Prayer of an Adolescent Girl 

A Man’s Prayer 

The Child’s Al Chet . 

That Humiliation . . . 
[ vi] 


PAGE 
95 
97 


99 
100 


102 
104 
106 
108 
110 
III 
113 


117 
117 
118 
118 
119 
119 
120 
120 
121 
121 
121 
122 
123 
123 
124 
124 
126 


CONTENTS 


Having Seen 

The Epidemic of 1918 

After the Epidemic 

I Seek 

Notes to Coaifimiation Secws 
Specimen Confirmation Program 


[ vii J 


PAGE 


126 
126 
127 
128 
129 
135 


THE DECLINE OF RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCE 


“Our little systems have their day; 
They have their day and cease to be: 
They are but broken lights of Thee, 
And Thou, O Lord, art more than they.” 
—Tennyson. 


PRAYERS 
OF THE JEWISH ADVANCE 


THE DECLINE OF RELIGIOUS 
OBSERVANCE 


HANGELESS One! Undismayed 

by the passing of aught that is finite 
is the heart that clingeth to Thee. Cher- 
ished customs are waning, beloved institu- 
tions are vanishing. Frequently forsaken 
are our consecrated abodes. Our soul is oft 
disquieted within us. 

But, Infinite, Thou dost not vanish and 
the ways are infinite that lead unto Thee. 
Thou didst reign “ere paths were trod.” 
O guide into other paths those who no 
longer follow the paths of old. 

Pursue Thy wandering children with 
Thy love. In the quiet of their dwellings, 
let Thy sweet spirit reach them. In the 
tumult of the thoroughfare, let it o’ertake 
them. Let the consciousness of Thee come 
upon them at their daily labors, making 
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of our busy marts and mills Horeb pasture 
grounds, Ophra threshing floors and Tekoa 
sycamore groves—the place of toil, the place 
of revelation and the hour of work, the hour 
of vision. 

The raptures of the musician’s strains can 
be vehicles of Thee. The poet’s measures 
and the painter’s tints can be messages of 
Thee. The dear faces of our children can 
be glimpses of Thy face. The handclasps 
of loving friendship can be touches of Thy 
hand. Human voices that gladden can be 
echoes of Thy voice. The ocean with its 
freedom and vastness can intimate how free 
and vast art Thou. The stars that glitter in 
the pensive night, the hush and blush of 
blossom perfumed dawn, the pageantry of 
the sunset, solemn and gorgeous, can be Thy 
silent pathways to the inmost regions of the 
soul. 

We penitently acknowledge that our con- 
ventional’altars have not always stood unde- 
filed. Their purposes and motives have oft 
diverged from the highest and the best. 
But, Lord, our failure is not Thy failure. 
Thou Thyself mayest yet take the building 
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stones of our dismantled shrines and fashion 
therefrom a new “pathway of the Lord,” a 
better “highway for our God.” 

Forgiveness, forbearance, love are Thy 
truest Temple. Unto this Temple, may 
every footstep tend. ‘Established in the top 
of the mountains,” let the mountain of this 
Temple tower. Unto this House of Prayer, 
let all nations flow, walking in Thy steps, 
learning of Thy ways, and illumined by 
Thine ever-growing light. Amen. 
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OUR CONTEMNERS 


“As ye deal with your contemners 
So with you, My grace shall deal.” 
—Julia Ward Howe. 


OUR CONTEMNERS 


HOU Refuge of the troubled! Our 

heart is sore distressed. Contemners 
have risen up against us. Whirlwinds of 
misconception overwhelm us. Our motives 
have been misconstrued, our actions mis- 
interpreted. 

Father, steady us in this troubled hour. 
Let our steps through the mazes and the 
gloom be guided by the lamp of truth. How 
bracing, to the floundering soul, that cold 
unflickering light! 

Truth! This is truth: We are in pain 
but our contemner also is in pain. His 
scorn and anger betoken pain. O sacred 
paradox, that the mystic linkage of all hu- 
man life should stand thus revealed in the 
moment of all moments when the linkage 
would seem to have vanished! Our pain 
answers to our oppressor’s pain. We suffer 
when he suffers. We suffer because he 
suffers. 
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Also this is truth: Our contemner under- 
stands us not. His every word betrays that 
our circumstances and motives are hidden 
from his view. Did he but understand, his 
pain would not be. Did he but understand, 
our pain would not be. 

Again, O Father, this is truth: Our con- 
temner, though grieving us, is doing the 
right as he sees the right. His misinformed 
conscience assures him that we deserve as he 
inflicts. We may not ask that any man act 
otherwise. His remedy is false because his 
diagnosis is false. The injurious medicine, 
retaliation, is used because the pain’s true 
origin has not been uncovered. 

From this bitter happening, we would 
therefore learn, O Father, the worth of diag- 
nosing correctly and seeking the true medi- 
cine. Vouchsafe that we may not, driven by 
passion, presume to know our contemner’s 
circumstances and motives. Even as our 
circumstances and motives are hidden from 
him, his must needs be hidden from us. And 
the medicine? Is not love the true medi- 
cine? Is not forbearance the true medicine? 
Much talking will not help us. Disputation 
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will not help us. When minds are inflamed, 
words are not oil upon the water but oil upon 
the fire. But patience will help us. Self- 
restraint and silence will help us. And if, 
behind the bulwark of patience, self-re- 
straint and silence, love can build its 
stronghold,—glorious our achievement, im- 
measurable our gain. Oh, puny and vain the 
triumphs we win over another; resplendent 
the conquest when we are victors over our- 
selves. 

Truth and love are, in the end, the only 
worship of Thee. What ritual or usage or 
tradition of prayer can be the substitute 
for clear-seeing truth and love all enduring! 
Not by force and not by strife, then, would 
we seek to prevail, but rather, O Eternal, 
would we rise by the rungs of patience and 
forbearance to that high rock where Thou 
dost shelter us, and remain with Thee for- 
evermore secure against all ill. Amen. 
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THE NEW YEAR 


THOU Who art timeless, our frail 
hearts, tossed on the billows of time, 
need anchorage in Thee. The Shofar 
blast of the spirit, this day, awakeneth 
thoughts of judgment. Lord, Thy judgment 
is mercy. For Thou art the truthful judge. 
Though man doth oft, Thou dost ne’er mis- 
judge. O when, beneath the misunder- 
standings and misjudgments of men, hearts 
are in pain, be Thou the Comforter, Thou 
All-seeing One, Who knowest all, Who 
understandest all. 

We would learn, O our Father, ourselves 
to judge aright. We would judge aright 
concerning our own purposes and motives 
oft so hidden, so elusive; as hath been writ- 
ten, “The heart is deceitful above all things; 
it is exceedingly weak—who can know it?” 
We would cease to mistake our unexalted for 
exalted, our selfish for unselfish aims. O 
dispel Thou all our illusions. Cause every 
unworthy purpose in our bosoms to stand 
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undisguised before the eye of conscience 
that we may nevermore put darkness for 
light or bitter for sweet. Behold! Our 
thoughts and deeds are of the passing mo- 
ments; our motives are of the enduring 
years. Judge of all the earth, make us truth- 
ful judges of the motives deep within us. 

We would also learn to judge aright con- 
cerning our fellowmen. We would cease 
to confuse that which we imagine with 
that whichis. Mayall that we have suffered 
because others have misjudged, impel us to 
take heed lest we ourselves misjudge. The 
motives, circumstances, necessities whereby 
others do as they do—how impenetrably are 
they hidden from our sight! Judging not at 
all—be that the judgment of others which 
we, seeking justice and reverencing truth, 
shall stand ever prepared to render. 

Thon Infinite Justice, the passion for jus- 
tice is the worship of Thee. O lift us above 
the fretfulness of the flesh into the calm of 
the spirit, out of the restlessness of time into 
the peace of eternity. Inscribe us in the 
book of character and consecration, yea in 
the book of the soul’s perfected life. Amen. 
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THE DAY OF ATONEMENT 


TERNAL Who art One, the urge of 
Thy being worketh within our being 
the passion also to become one. Each of us, 
in his finitude, is a discordant many. Im- 
perishable hope! We shall yet surmount 
the discords and conflicts within us, among 
us, around us, becoming one even as Thou 
art One. For this atonement, this at-one- 
ment, our soul crieth out. 

Our thoughts not being at one, behold the 
darkness of ignorance! Our desires not be- 
ing at one, alas, the mazes of sin! But, Lord, 
our very agony is Thy mercy. This we can 
see through the mists and the tears: that 
knowledge must be our destiny or ignorance 
were not pain; righteousness must be our 
destiny or sin were not anguish. Thy one- 
ness must be the image in which our souls are 
made, or unrest were not ours when our 
thoughts and longings fail to have unity, fail 
to fit, to harmonize, to be at one. 
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We implore Thee, “seal us in the book of 
life.” Behold, we have already been sealed 
and the book is within us, the book of the 
spirit’s life. Passion and power have been 
given us to grapple with the forces of death. 
Though strength should fail, courage need 
not fail. Steadfastness need not fail. Sealed 
unto life, unyielding be our battle with all 
that destroyeth. 

We implore Thee, “pardon and blot out 
our sins.” Lord, pardon by blotting out our 
sins. The blotting out of our inclination to 
sin is pardon. There is no other pardon. 
Thy gracious instrument of pardon is our 
own throbbing discontent with sin. O 
better the fast day of hungering after the un- 
attained high and good than the feast day 
of contentment with the commonplace and 
low! Our entire life, from the eventide 
when we were not to the eventide of Death’s 
Shofar call—consecrated let it be to this 
atoning quest. 

Truly, the work must have its product and 
the journey its goal. In the academy on 
high—our fathers have told—garments are 
always white. We who, in the flesh, are 
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discordantly manifold shall, O mystery in- 
effable, divesting ourselves of the flesh, yet 
array ourselves in the gleaming robes of 
perfected love and peace, having found con- 
summate atonement, having entered into, 
merged, lost ourselves in Thine unfathom- 
able unity, timeless, spaceless, flawless, end- 
less, deathless. Amen. 
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THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES 


UPREME Bounty, Infinite Beauty! 
The bounties and beauties of the visible 
world bring health to the body and cheer to 
the mind, sustaining and prolonging our life 
on earth, enabling us to work and to experi- 
ence and to learn the lessons of earth. But, 
O Thou Infinite One, our Refuge, how 
much yet besides this they do! The countless 
boons and charms of earth—how subtly 
they whisper of a life that is vaster than 
earth! The languishing glories of the har- 
vest tide bring to the heart mystic intima- 
tions: “There is an Unchanging behind all 
change.” We sit in the Succah of physical 
existence narrowly confined, eating and 
drinking in its shadow; yet, through the 
leafy roof, steal the sunlight and starlight 
gleams of Thy spirit and peering through 
the branchy walls, we glimpse the bound- 
less outdoor reaches of the soul. 
The harvest joys, all of life’s joys, are rest- 
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ing places on the arduous way, booths of 
recuperation in the toilsome wilderness. 
Not through pleasure, satisfaction, and ease, 
but through struggle, effort, and pain, do we 
approach the promised land. O Eternal, far 
other than the joy of bodily contentment is 
the joy that will satisfy. We crave the glad- 
ness which Thou puttest into the heart 
“more than when their corn and their wine 
increase.” ‘The joys of sense are imperfect 
joys. The inward joy of the spirit is the 
perfected joy. With him of old we pray, 


“Though the fig tree shall not blossom 
Neither fruit be in the vines: 
Though the labor of the olive fail, 
And the fields yield no food; 
Though the flock be cut off from the fold 
And there be no herd in the stalls, 
Yet will I rejoice in the Lord, 
I will exult in the God of my salvation.” 


Lord, we know that we must come before 
Thee carrying in our hands the citron and 
the palm of fair thoughts and noble deeds. 
Neither words nor rites are harvest yielding 
seed. Thoughts and deeds are alone the 
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planting that ripeneth into righteousness 
and light. Grant then that we may unceas- 
ingly thus plant, reaping, beneath Thy bene- 
diction at length, every mellow fruition of 
character, yea the precious heavenly garner- 
ing of the soul. Amen. 
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THE CONCLUDING FESTIVAL 


HOU Ultimate Reality! Thou art not 
vanity though all else be vanity. 
When, with the ancient preacher, we pon- 
der this day how futile is everything under 
the sun, we also reflect, with our fathers who 
came afterward, “under but not above the 
sun.” Beyond the deceptive glamours of 
sense art Thou, O Unfailing. In Thee we 
rest; no illusion, Thou! 

Gladsome as the Summer are the satisfac- 
tions of earth, but transient also as the Sum- 
mer, waning at last into disappointment and 
disillusionment, like the Autumn with its 
mists, like the Winter with its frosts. Thy 
law alone is the delight which forever en- 
dureth. O Eternal, we can rejoice in Thy 
law even when naught else abideth wherein 
to rejoice. 

Thy law, Thine infinite law! The end- 
less universe is its glory-adorned scroll. 
Knowledge increasing is the study thereof. 
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Duty is the keeping thereof. Love is the 
fruitage thereof. Festive days of health, 
wealth and station have their concluding. 
Knowledge, duty, love have no concluding. 
The Summer time of good fortune passeth. 
The preciousness of knowledge, duty, love 
never passeth. 

O, send these Simhat Torah joys of the 
spirit into every heart whence Summer and 
whence festivity have fled. Wherever Thy 
children grope in the Autumn mists and 
Winter frosts of discouragement and de- 
spair, let knowledge, duty, love become the 
sunshine of cheer. Let there be the glad- 
ness of service though success there be not, 
the comfort of affection though restored 
health there be not, the grace of simplicity 
though other graces fail, the riches of forti- 
tude though other wealth be lacking and 
the dear intimate consciousness of Thee as 
the soul’s honor and prestige when other 
honor and prestige are afar. 

Yea, Thou art not vanity. Beneath all 
that perisheth, Thine are the everlasting 
arms. Knowing Thee is the goal of defeat as 
well as achievement, suffering no less than 
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health, awkwardness as well as grace, 
hardship no less than abundance, humilia- 
tion as well as exaltation, bereavement no 
less than joy. Revering Thee and heeding 
Thy commandments by revering and heed- 
ing that within us which pointeth ever to 
a better beyond the good and a higher 
beyond the high—herein is truly “the entire 
man.” Herein and in naught else we com- 
pass,—Thou Lord having ordained it—our 
nature’s blessed consummation, our being’s 
hallowed end. Amen. 
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THE FEAST OF LIGHT AND 
DEDICATION 


VERLASTING LIGHT, far other 
than martial prowess is that wherein 
we rejoice this day. Not the triumphs of 
that ancient war but the new consecration of 
that altar is that which we commemorate. 
The folly of all war is that which we have 
learnt. Then and now and always it hath 
been: “Not by might and not by power, but 
by my spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 
How vain, in that day, was the strife of 
the factions, how futile the wars of the 
nations, how barren the victor’s gain! O 
Father, scanning history’s tome we perceive 
it: not in light but in darkness are all con- 
tentions bred. Were men not blind to their 
fellowmen’s thoughts, there would be no 
strife. Did men understand their fellow- 
men’s intents, there would be no strife. 
Even as the Maccabees, according to 
their vision, did the right, their foe also, 
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according to his vision, did the right. In the 
end, the light that was needed shone. In- 
tents long concealed were revealed. Then 
did the strife cease, factions becoming com- 
rades, foes becoming friends, and conflicting 
thoughts fusing at last into the calcium 
gleam of truth with new illumination for the 
groping minds of men. Thus hast Thou 
taught us, O Father, how no strife can be 
in Heaven’s name; no strife is of that which 
endureth. 

O in those ancient struggles, may we see 
the type of our own dissentions and grow 
in the wisdom of peace. May we prefer 
the endurance of injury to the inflicting of 
injury, warily rejecting every passion- 
wrought pretext masking as a just reason for 
harming our fellowmen. 

And, Father, we also have need of rear- 
ing anew altars fair and pure. How oft 
amid life’s warfare does the altar within us 
become defiled, our unholy moods and un- 
worthy deeds being the despoiling Syrian 
hordes. May new altars of nobler resolves, 
statelier purposes and larger thoughts be 
ever consecrated within our bosoms, the in- 


[38] 


THE FEAST OF LIGHT 


ward light of the spirit shining with an 
eightfold splendor in the solemn dedication 
hour. 

And may our minds be dedicated to the 
world’s ever-growing light. Though but a 
taper be added day by day, how luminous 
the shining sum of them! 

O Light Supernal, the consciousness of 
Thee is a glowing taper within us; brilliant 
the luster when darkness encircleth, though 
oft but dimly noted in prosperity’s noonday 
glare. When the winter time of trouble is 
upon us and the hours of gloom are many 
and the hours of daylight few, O let the 
light of consecration beam. Radiant in our 
hearts be the certainty that, as in the world 
of sense so in the world of spirit, the day 
whose night is longest is the day whereon 
the sun’s return begins. Life and warmth 
will again transfigure the frozen earth. 

O Infinite Sunshine, return Thou unto us. 
Be Thou our soul’s springtime prepared for 
in the bleak winter. Be Thou our soul’s 
summer, for the summer of eternity art Thou 
blazing with life and beauty and joy, flaw- 
less and everlasting. Amen. 
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PURIM, THE FEAST OF MIRTH 


HOU, our exceeding joy, this feast of 
mirth appriseth us that righteousness 
must be the goal of our rollic and frolic even 
as it is of our earnest moods. Grant us then, 
we beseech Thee, that merriment that work- 
eth good, but keep us far from the merri- 
ment that worketh ill. May we turn from 
all that weakeneth body or mind, reject 
every excess and spurn such pleasure, as for- 
getting its due place, would usurp that 
primacy which duty alone may hold. 
Abundant be our laughter but may it be 
kindly laughter, laughing with others where 
we can, laughing af others never. Untimely 
laughter or the laughter of ridicule, sarcasm 
or disdain, not that be our laughter; but the 
laughter of concord and joyous comradeship, 
be that our laughter, O Thou of Whom it 
hath been said, “He Who dwelleth in 
heaven laugheth.” 
Open Thou our eyes to the happiness nest- 
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ling everywhere. May we not, seeking 
pleasures afar, miss the delights of the 
simple and common near at hand. May the 
unsought and unexpected joys abounding 
like wayside flowers along the path of our 
daily tasks find us ever receptive. Give 
growth to our capacity for joy. Even amid 
care and age, may it not forsake us utterly. 
With an upward look unto Thee, we 
would this day be mindful of the world’s 
pleasure seekers and pleasure makers. Like 
Job of old we pray that none of them may 
sin and blaspheme the God in their hearts. 
Do Thou bless and keep especially the chil- 
dren and the youth, they whose yearning 
for pleasure is mighty. Let the joys of play 
and dance, of the stage and of vigorous sport 
prove hallowed and health giving. May the 
numbers of them increase that can exult in 
those things of beauty that are a joy for- 
ever, the glories revealed by poet, painter, 
sculptor and musician becoming sought as 
it is fitting they be sought and the mis- 
leading, degrading and untrue becoming 
shunned as it is fitting it be shunned. 
Endow with exalted purpose and fruitful 
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achievement all artists and players, actors, 
performers and entertainers and all such as 
provide and supervise the amusements of the 
people. Let wisdom and love guide and 
gladden the large-souled men and women 
who ponder recreation for the people and 
spend themselves in that cause. May every 
noble endeavor meet with noble response 
that incentives toward goodness, truth and 
beauty may increase, that the power of evil, 
falsehood and ugliness may wane and that 
our pleasures may take us, O Father, not 
away from Thee but nearer to Thee. 
Above all, may we of the House of Israel 
derive light from the memories of this day, 
perceiving how, not only in Persia of old but 
in every land and age, arrogance and pride 
beget misunderstanding and contention. 
How blessed the Purim mirth that can dis- 
pel Haman hatred, the kindly cheer that 
can bring fellowship and peace! May 
Mordecai wisdom and faithfulness and 
Esther devotion and modesty, Israel’s de- 
liverance in the olden story, enlarge into a 
world-wide deliverance, our partial sym- 
pathies growing into world-wide sympathies 
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and Thy name, O God, unmentioned in that 
ancient book, become written upon every 
soul in letters of world-wide brotherhood 
and good will. Amen. 
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“Efface thy will before His will 
That He efface the will of others 
Before thy will.”—Rabban Gamliel. 


THE PASSOVER 


VERLASTING One, our Redeemer, 
the substance of our fondest dreams, 
yea the essence of our dearest hopes is the 
blessing visaged by this day. Lord, how 
precious unto us Thy promise, “TI will bring 
you out from under the burdens of the Egyp- 
tians and I will deliver you from their 
bondage, and I will redeem you with an out- 
stretched arm, and with great judgments: 
and I will take you to Me for a people and 
I will be your God.” 

Behold, we are still in fetters. Our own 
hearts are Egypt. Our own minds are 
Pharaoh. Our own passions are the tor- 
mentor’s lash; our own indolence, the slave 
herder’s shackles. O redeem us from this 
inward slavery. Though the Pharaoh 
hordes of temptation pursue us, though we 
pass through the Red Sea of affliction, 
though our path be through the howling 
wilderness of hardship, O our Father, make 
us free. 
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Help us to efface our will before Thy 
will for we have no other freedom. Let 
a growing submission of all wills to Thy 
will assuage those conflicts between will and 
will whence all enslavement cometh. Grant 
Thy children freedom from one another by 
granting them harmony with one another 
through a common harmony with Thee. 

Yea, help us to efface our will before Thy 
will that, freedom rendering, the will of 
each, as our sage hath taught, may become 
effaced before his fellow’s will. Keep us 
from seeking freedom by the vain paths 
of strife. Lead us into those ways of for- 
bearance, brotherhood and peace which 
alone are freedom’s ways. “The Lord will 
fight for you, if ye abide in silence.” O 
may those deathless words sound forever in 
our souls. 

Remove Thou the leaven of evil tenden- 
cies from our hearts. May we see, in every 
sorrow, the scouring of our sin-touched lives 
in preparation for the spiritual Passover 
of deeper wisdom and nobler character. 
Give us, in the struggle with ourselves, the 
persistence of a Moses, undaunted though 


[50] 


THE PASSOVER 


ten times foiled. Make Thou of our souls 
open doorways through which the Elijah of 
goodness may enter the world reuniting the 
hearts of all who are estranged. May those 
who eat the bread of affliction soon partake 
of the wine of comfort. 


““My beloved is mine and I am his, 
The shepherd among the lilies,” 


our fathers would read this day from Sacred 
Writ. We also turn to Thee, our Shepherd, 
our Beloved. Be Thou ours, make us Thine 
unto all eternity. Amen. 
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THE FEAST OF WEEKS 


HOU Life of the universe, be Thou 
revealed anew unto every soul. Lead 
us to the Mt. Sinai that is within our own 
hearts. O how wondrously we glimpse 
Thee when we glimpse our own possibili- 
ties and powers, how gloriously we find 
Thee when we find ourselves! As the day- 
break of love and beauty ariseth within us, 
O ’tis very real Thou becomest; ’tis very 
near Thou standest. 

Lord, the very springtide becomes Mt. 
Sinai if only our hearts be purified and like 
Israel of old, prepared for Thee to draw 
nigh. O exquisite intimations of a beauty 
beyond beauty, of depths of glory beyond the 
visible glory, of a loveliness transcendent 
whereof fragrant blossoms and glistening 
verdure and beaming skies are but the mystic 
hint. Yet, to the unsanctified heart, Thou 
canst not be revealed. O deliver us from 
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the illusion that any way except the way of 
love and truth is the way that leadeth to 
Thee. 

And when the hour is one of trouble and 
our lives are like Sinai, the mount of thorns, 
and are heaped with dark thunder clouds 
and are riven with forces volcanic, O also 
then, be Thou manifest. Help us to pene- 
trate beyond all grief and gloom to where 
Thou abidest above the fury of the storm. 
Let the supreme and imperishable worth of 
love and service be revealed when, in the 
lightning flashes of adversity, the futility 
of all else is revealed. Do Thou, through 
these insights, speak unto all whose days are 
dark and anxious, O Thou Who art the help 
as well as the helper, the very consciousness 
of Whom is strength out of weakness and 
deliverance from ill. 

And let our confirmants, this day, find in 
thee the confirmation of their souls. Suffer 
Thou our forms, rites and customs to quiver 
with the flames and blasts of Thy spirit that 
our confirmants may, in truth, look upon 
Thy beauty and exult in doing and learning 
Thy will. Descend Thou into every heart 
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that is lowly as Sinai is lowly, humble as 
the thorn bush is humble and let us hear 
Thee say forevermore unto our souls, “I am 
the Lord thy God.” Amen. 
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“The time will come when thou shalt know 
That triumph’s height is overthrow.” 
—Ibsen. 


THE NINTH OF AB 


EAVENLY FATHER! An hour of 
black despair cometh to our memory 
this somber day. We thank Thee, O Thou 
our Comforter, that the agony of that sad 
hour hath grown less poignant. We thank 
Thee that, from the hearts of many, the pain 
hath vanished, yea been forgotten. Nay, 
many have never known it and even they 
whose anguish is bitterest shun not to mingle 
tones of hope with their sobs and sighs. 

Yet, craving to enter into the deepest 
spiritual implications of this day, we may 
not turn away our eyes from the night-black 
pit of ruin into which Zion fell that ghastly 
hour. We ponder, O Eternal One, the 
utter hopelessness of that dire event. The 
heroes slaughtered, the comely ones led cap- 
tive, the land devastated, the sanctuary 
effaced! The horrors of war, famine, pes- 
tilence and defeat! The streets, rivers of 
blood; the slain heaped in house and high- 
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way; the corpses of the famished; the 
infants perishing at the mothers’ breasts; 
the offal, the human flesh devoured by the 
starving; the shrieks of the tortured; 
the leer of the conqueror; the lurid glare of 
the final conflagration! And then, the long 
ages of sorrow and suffering, for many of 
our brethren, not yet at an end! 

O Father, that desperate hour typifies the 
despair that hath been in every age and 
clime. We look back upon the dark mo- 
ments of our own lives. We think of those 
who are, even now, in the clutch of hopeless 
woes. We think of those who are suffering 
persecution, hunger and plague. We think 
of those who are ill and have no cure, yes of 
those who are, even now, passing through 
the throes of death. We think of the 
destitute, the homeless, the outcast, the 
fallen, the imprisoned. We think of those 
whose reason hath been overthrown, who 
flee in terror though none pursue and 
suffer though naught afflicts. We think of 
those in the infrangible grip of habits 
deathly to body and soul and of those in the 
fetters of lusts and passions too powerful to 
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overcome. We think of the bereaved whose 
joys have perished with a dear one and 
whose hopes lie buried in a new-made grave. 
We think of the disillusioned, the dis- 
appointed, the defeated, of those who have 
toiled for beauty, skill or strength but have 
not attained, of parents who have striven 
but failed, of teachers who have striven but 
failed. We think of those who burn with 
love longings that can not be satisfied, of 
those whose homes are marred with incom- 
patibility and strife and of those whose well- 
meant plans and ventures have brought 
them not gain but loss. We think of those 
whose friends have forsaken them, of those 
who have looked for recognition but found 
humiliation, for praise but found mortifica- 
tion, for respect but found derision. We 
think of those who have committed blunders 
that cannot be retrieved. We think of those, 
above all, in whom self-reproach is the in- 
crease of every woe, lamenting, like down- 
trodden Israel, “because of our many sins.” 
O Father, where could we ourselves hide our 
head in that inglorious hour when our own 
conscience joined the ranks of our accusers? 
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Alas the black moments, every sense of 
power or merit, our last source of solace 
blasted; every vestige of grace or strength 
wherewith we deemed ourselves endowed 
whirled away like dead leaves in the fury of 
the storm! 

And yet our sages have taught that, on the 
day the sanctuary was destroyed, an iron 
wall was rent which separated between 
Israel and their Father in Heaven. Ever- 
lasting One, vouchsafe that gleams of this 
unfathomable truth may become manifest 
unto all who are passing through the billows. 
O perchance it is the mystery of all suffer- 
ing—the cleaving of the barriers that shut 
Thee from our sight. The day which “is 
very dark and no brightness in it” may be, 
even as the prophet hath said, none other 
than “‘the day of the Lord.” 

We would therefore seek, O our Helper, 
not mere deliverance from our sorrows but 
the utilization of our sorrows. We would 
attain, through our sorrows, that supreme 
and indispensable good, in no other way 
attainable. And art not Thou that supreme 
and indispensable good? O benign the 
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moment that can rend the iron wall! 
Blessed the hour, even of overthrow, which 
can start in the vast perspectives of the soul, 
the fashioning of a new Temple unseen by 
the eye of the flesh, the rearing of a new 
Jerusalem built not by mortal hands and, 
in place of our own vanquished kingdom, 
the revealing of Thine imperishable King- 
dom of right and beauty and love! Amen. 
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THE SABBATH 


TERNAL One, Who fulfillest Thy- 
self in many ways, we adore Thy will 
in that which is passing as well as in that 
which we still retain. ‘In Thy love hast 
Thou given us the Sabbath Day” our fathers 
prayed. Lord, we shall no less behold Thy 
love in those changes of times, conditions 
and duties whereby the fair Sabbath of our 
fathers can no longer be ours. The joyous 
attire, the festive board, the shining tapers, 
the sacred wine cup; the blissful greeting of 
the Princess, the Bride; the radiant home 
circle, the melodies sweet and solemn; the 
happy hours of repose and worship, the calm 
and cheer suffused near and far—ah, we 
shall not murmur that these are ceasing to 
be. We would make for ourselves a new 
Sabbath, Lord, an inward Sabbath of devo- 
tion to those towering ideals which the Sab- 
bath of old hath ever bodied forth: the holi- 
ness of work and the holiness of rest. 
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Upon our work we would ask Thy bless- 
ing first even as the words are written first, 
“six days shalt thou labor and do all thy 
work.” Not only for the physical sustenance 
that we earn by our work, but, more than 
that, for the stability and the hope, the 
avoidance of sin, the discipline and the 
health, the strength and the poise that our 
work imparts do we thank Thee. O sanctify 
our work. May it arouse within us our 
utmost consecration and zeal. 

Deliver all who are ill-paid, overworked 
or placed amid unfitting or humiliating con- 
ditions of work. Help those who are un- 
suited, unhappy or unwilling at their work 
and lead into happier hours those upon 
whom the blight of unemployment hath 
fallen. May ampler wisdom, growing 
within our economic life, soon find a way 
to end its many woes. 

And may we heed the Sabbath’s clarion 
reminder that man liveth not by toil alone 
but that his capacity for love and laughter, 
music and beauty, poetry and play, friend- 
ship and prayer, must have our earnest re- 
gard. O forgive us that we have ofttimes 
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treated our fellowmen as mere mechanisms 
of toil and not as beings variously endowed. 
And then we acknowledge the holiness of 
rest proclaimed by the ancient Sabbath; the 
rest which is not indolence but timely re- 
freshment for farther effort and leisure for 
the manifold other sides of our nature, 
among them, the seeking of Thee. O 
blessed the moments of relief from the 
trenches of life’s warfare with their tumult 
and their din when our souls, in sweet re- 
laxation, may lovingly commune with Him 
Who is our Commander in the fray. 
Lord, it is only with us who are finite that 
there is a time for work and a time for rest. 
With Thee Who art one—being absolute 
and beyond all limits of time, space or 
power—work and rest are one, eternal work 
and eternal rest! O Thou to Whom a thou- 
sand years are less than yesterday when it is 
past, yea, briefer than a watch in the night, 
not in six days of creation but in the untold 
eons of evolution is Thy presence visible. 
Thou art the fiery mist unfolding into 
nature orderly and fair. Thou art the 
planets’ majestic sweep. Thou art the earth 
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with its green-clad hills, its flowery dales, 
its heaving oceans, its countless things that 
grow, its myriad things that breathe. Thou 
art the tiny worm transformed, after ages un- 
numbered, into high-thinkng man. Thou 
art the fury of the primeval sea and jungle, 
“red in tooth and claw,” transmuted at last, 
into home and friendship and love, yea into 
a social order travailing to fling off its sins 
and to become the Kingdom of God. 

And Thou art the perfect rest, the rest 
unto our souls, the Sabbath of our yearning 
hearts, the foretaste of the Sabbath everlast- 
ing. Except in Thee we have no rest. O 
may the rest that cometh from an approving 
conscience, above all, be ours. May ours, 
with Thy help, be that righteousness whose 
effect is quietness and confidence forever. 
Though the Sabbath of old be waning, may 
we hold so fast to its priceless bequests that, 
even amid life’s burdens and distractions, 
we may, looking unto Thee, find in Thee, O 
Eternal One, our consummate rest. Amen. 
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Explanatory notes to the Confirmation Service 
will be found at the end of this volume. This 
Confirmation Service, printed separately, may 
be obtained from the Bloch Publishing Com- 


pany, 26 East Twenty-second Street, New 
York City. 


THE CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
OPENING PRAYER 


EAVENLY FATHER, Thou Holi- 

est, Mightiest, Best! How wondrous 
it is to feel that we are standing in Thy 
presence! O Father, God, King! Thou 
art the light of our souls. In heaven and on 
earth, Thou art all that we have. In life 
and in death, Thou art all that we need. 

Greater than any love that we can ever 
know is the love with which Thou dost 
enfold us. Ocan it be that Thou art always 
near us? Yea, Thou art, Eternal One; 
Thou art here. Around us, above us, be- 
neath us, within us—everywhere Thy Holy 
Spirit lives. 

What words can we, Thy children, find 
to tell of Thy goodness and Thy mighte 
What can we say and what can we do? 
Lovingly and trustfully we can but place 
ourselves into Thy hands. 

O Spirit of light and of holiness, come 
Thou, fill us with Thy beauty and Thy 
strength. If only for this one hour, 
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Heavenly Father, if only for this one hour, 
be Thou our all and everything. If only 
for this one hour, help us realize that be- 
sides Thee nothing can give us lasting joy 
and peace. Help us realize the depth of 
the truth for which our fathers lived and 
died, the truth that Thou art one, one with 
us, one with the world, one with all that is 
good, beautiful and true, one in Thy bound- 
less might, one in Thine endless goodness. 
Thus may we grow in the understanding of 
our faith’s great watchword: 


Class: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our 
God, the Lord is one. Shema Yisroel, 
Adonoy Elohenu, Adonoy Echod.” 

Choir: Shema Yisroel, Adonoy Elo- 
henu, Adonoy Echod. 

Class: “Blessed be the name of the 
glory of His kingdom forever and ever. 
Boruch Shem Kevyod Malchuso Leolom 
Vo-ed.” 

Choir: Boruch Shem Kevod Mal- 
chuso Leolom Vo-ed. 


(The flowers are suitably placed prelimi- 
nary to the “Flower Offering.”” The ‘Flower 
Offering” should be spoken by a girl and 
omitted if there are no girls in the class.) 
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EAVENLY FATHER! These sweet 

and lovely flowers that we have laid 

at Thy shrine are but the tokens of that 

which is sweeter and lovelier. For what is 

sweeter than Thy presence? What is love- 
ler than Thou? 

We feel that these flowers are speaking 
to us, dearest Father. In accents, tender 
and touching, they bid us: ‘Children of 
God, be ye holy and sweet and pure. Even 
as the flowers are fragrant, so also be your 
young lives fragrant.” 

And seeing these flowers upon Thine 
altar, we are reminded of the offering that 
our fathers, in bygone ages, would bring 
this day unto their holy Temple. The first 
fruits of the rich wheat harvest were, on 
this day, laid at that far-off shrine. 

May we similarly, loving Father, conse- 
crate unto Thee the first fruits of our lives. 
Fill us, we pray Thee, with that spirit of 
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devotion that gives unto Thee, freely, lov- 
ingly, eagerly gives unto Thee all that we 
have and all that we are. Help us to lay our 
hearts down upon Thine altar. In the 
glowing flames of devotion and holiness, 
help us to offer ourselves, day by day. 

We know that Thou wilt often send into 
our lives duties that will be hard and bitter. 
We know that pain and anguish will some- 
times fall to our share. Heavenly Father, 
when life’s trials come and we sigh and weep 
beneath life’s burdens, grant that we might 
remember these flowers. As these flowers 
are even now perishing that they might give 
forth their beauty and their fragrance, so 
may we likewise be ever ready, when Thou 
callest us, to suffer and to sorrow for the sake 
of Thee. 

O Soul of all goodness, blessed be Thou. 
Praised and extolled, hallowed and adored 
be Thy glorious name. We cannot find 
words for the feelings of our hearts. Wecan 
but exclaim with those who have gone be- 
fore us, “Who is like unto Thee?” ‘Who 
is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the 
mightye Who is like unto Thee, glorious 
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in holiness, extolled in praises, working 
wonders!” 


Choir: Mi-cho-mo-cho. 
Confirmant: ‘The Lord reigneth for- 
ever and ever.” 


Choir: Adonoy Yimloch. 
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SANCTIFICATION 


THOU Holiness Supreme, Thou of 
Whose glory the world is full! 
Wherewith shall we enter Thy pres- 
ence and wherewith shall we come before 
Thee? Thou wast with us ere our bodies 
were formed. From the moment of our 
birth, through the dangers of infancy and 
through the perils of childhood, Thy love 
has attended us. Until this hour has Thy 
mercy guided us. 

Every good thing in our lives has come 
from Thee. Thou hast given us mother and 
father. Thou hast given us home and 
friends. ‘Thou hast given us health and 
pleasures. But most precious of all, O Rock 
of Ages, Thou hast given us Thyself. 

Lo, besides Thee, we have naught in 
heaven and naught on earth. Were it not 
for Thy nearness, our joys would not be 
joys and life’s sorrows could not be endured. 
But praise and glory unto Thy holy name! 
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Thou art always with us. In life and in 
death, forevermore we have Thee. 

And Thine holiness doth fill us with the 
wish also to become holy. Because Thou 
art full of love, we also would be full of love. 
Because Thou art long-suffering and abun- 
dant in kindness, we also would be long- 
suffering and abundant in kindness. 

Help us then, loving Father, help us. 
Sanctify us. Make us clean of all that is 
hateful and all that is selfish. Consecrate us 
unto lives of purity and goodness, so that, 
not only with our lips, but with every deed 
we do and every thought we think, we might 
hallow Thy glorious name. 

Hoping in Thee, trusting in Thee, yearn- 
ing for Thee, we exclaim with the prophet 
of yore: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
Hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 


Choir: Kodosh, Kodosh, Kodosh. 

Confirmant: “In all places of Thy 
dominion Thy name is praised and glori- 
fied.” 

Choir: Boruch Kevod Adonoy Mi- 


mekomo. 
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Confirmant: “God will reign forever, 
Thy God, O Zion, from generation to 
generation, hallelujah.” 

Choir: Yimloch Adonoy Leolom. 
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ADDRESS TO CONGREGATION 


ONGREGATION of Israel! This is 
a day to which we have long looked 
forward. At times with joy and at times 
with awe have we waited for this hour. To 
be sure, a clear understanding of confirma- 
tion has not yet come to us. Indeed, there 
is not yet anything of which our under- 
standing is clear. Before the meanings of 
things will dawn upon us our minds will 
have to grow and ripen. 

Thus to make us fully appreciate the im- 
port of confirmation will be God’s own work 
upon our hearts as the years roll by. All 
that we can do now is to strive and learn. 
In the riper hours of manhood and woman- 
hood, our eyes will be opened and then we 
shall understand. 

Still confirmation awakens within us feel- 
ings which, though dim and fleeting, are yet 
holy and beautiful. In the depths of our 
soul is a vague sweet sense that we are some- 
how drawing nearer to our God. That 
henceforth our lives are to be lives of greater 
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effort, greater earnestness, greater holiness 
we Cannot now but realize. 

Hence it is, congregation of Israel, that 
we strive this day to take home to our hearts 
the behests of our holy religion. And what 
does that religion bid us do? From the page 
of the ancient prophet have we learned the 
immortal words: “He hath told thee, O 
man, what is good and what the Lord doth 
require of thee; to do justice, to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God.” 

“To do justice.’ O how often are we 
tempted to forsake this law of right! How 
often do we treat our fellowmen unjustly! 
Prejudice is injustice. Faultfinding is in- 
justice. Unwillingness to respect other 
people’s tastes and opinions is injustice. 
Justice requires that we respect all men, all 
tastes, and all opinions. Justice requires 
that we pass judgment upon no person and 
upon no thing without a deep full knowl- 
edge of what we are judging. Besides this, 
justice requires that we ever seek the truth 
and ever speak the truth and that we shun 
falsehood as something bad, hurtful and 
hateful. Unto Him Who bids it we lift up 
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our hearts beseeching that He help us in 
our aim to do justice. 

And then we are told “to love mercy.” 
What need there is in the world for mercy! 
What wounds there are to bind up! What 
sorrows there are to solace! Only through 
mercy can this be done. O Thou Who art 
all mercy, help us to become true lovers of 
mercy. 

And then humility! Why should we who 
are but dust and ashes be proud? Always 
should our hearts be humble and lowly. As 
our sages in Israel have taught, our souls 
should be ‘‘as the dust before all.” The 
eager servants of all men should we be, but 
the masters over none excepting our own 
selves. This and this only is walking 
humbly with our God. 

Justice, mercy, humility! O may no al- 
lurements of wealth or fame tempt us from 
this path. Doing justice, loving mercy, 
walking humbly, may our thoughts and 
deeds become an altar smoke heavenward. 
May our lives become a constant prayer 
unto Him Who is, for all eternity, our Rock 
and our Redeemer. 
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HAT does Judaism mean to us? In 

the period of manhood and woman- 

hood upon which we are soon to enter, this 

will be among the many questions that we 

shall have to answer. What does Judaism 
mean to us? 

All that Judaism meant to our fathers, it 
surely cannot mean to us, their children. 
For better or for worse, many have been the 
changes brought to us upon the stream of 
time. Many of the dear old customs that 
our fathers loved have ceased among us. 
Many have even been forgotten. The Holy 
Tongue in which our fathers prayed, the 
Sabbath on which they rested, the books 
from which they read are not the language, 
the Sabbath, the books of the generation to 
which we their sons and daughters belong. 

And still within our souls we feel that 
Judaism continues a living fact. Judaism is 
not dying. Only its form is changing. It 
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has only put off its old dress, only taken to 
itself a new dress. In its essence, the faith 
of old remains unweakened. Wondrous ful- 
fillment of the prophet’s words! “This is 
My covenant with them saith the Lord: My 
spirit that is upon thee, and My words which 
I have put into thy mouth, shall not depart 
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed’s 
seed, saith the Lord, from henceforth and 
forever.” 

To us no less than to our fathers, Judaism 
stands for our duty to seek the good, the 
beautiful and the true. Judaism it is that 
summons us to love our neighbor as ourself. 
Judaism it is that admonishes us to be holy 
as the Lord our God is holy. Judaism it is 
that inspires us to strive for cleanness of 
hand and purity of heart. To-day no less 
than of old, Judaism tells us that God is our 
Father, that in every noble effort His help 
will be with us, that in every sorrow, His 
comfort, if sought, will visit our troubled 
hearts. 

Judaism, moreover, is to us a reminder of 
the glorious past from which we have 
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sprung. It speaks to us of heroes and poets, 
thinkers and saints, radiant forms of the ages 
gone by. It tells us of the brotherhood of 
Israel cemented by the martyrdom of the 
centuries. It brings home to our hearts 
the persecutions of the past and the persecu- 
tions of the present, and arouses us to do our 
part toward helping Israel’s downtrodden 
sons and daughters. While Judaism teaches 
charity toward all men, it points out to us 
the especial needs of the house of Israel 
where we, descendants of Israel, must let our 
charity begin. 

Yea, and even more than this! Our Juda- 
ism signifies that our truest friendships will 
be found amongst our fellow Jews and that 
the prayers and the places of prayer most 
suited to our own soul’s cravings will be 
those in which the soul cravings of our fel- 
low Jews also find their truest satisfaction. 

All of this is what Judaism means to us. 
Deeper and deeper may that meaning grow 
as the years roll by. Truer and truer may 
we ourselves ever become to the ideals clus- 
tering around that glorious word, “Juda- 


ism.” 
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OUR NON-JEWISH NEIGHBORS 


N important factor in the life of us Jews 
and Jewesses is that of our relations 
with those who are not Jews. 

No attitude toward our non-Jewish neigh- 
bors can be right which is other than one of 
friendliness, sympathy and kindness. 

Thinking for one’s self is not only a right; 
thinking for one’s self is a duty provided 
one is able to think for one’s self. Naturally, 
when people think for themselves, there will 
be difference of opinion. But difference of 
opinion is not anevil. Difference of opinion 
isan advantage. Only through difference of 
opinion can truth be discovered. Many dif- 
ferent views must be expressed and many 
different ideas tested in order that the truest 
views and the best ideas may be found. All 
views and ideas that are sincerely held 
should meet with our respect. 

The fact that some people in bygone ages 
or in distant lands have persecuted the Jews 
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is no reason why we should not love and 
coéperate with our non-Jewish neighbors. 
Non-Jews are no more responsible for what 
their ancestors have done than we are re- 
sponsible for what our ancestors have done. 

Meanwhile every Jew should remember 
that the world sometimes judges all Jews 
by the conduct of one or of a few. Each of 
us has it in his or her power to bring credit 
or discredit upon the entire Jewish people. 
The one remedy for prejudice is good Jew- 
ish character. Bad character on the part of 
individual Jews is fuel to the flames of preju- 
dice. Good character on the part of indi- 
vidual Jews will change prejudice into 


respect and hatred into love for all of our 
people. 
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THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


HE central thought of the First Com- 
mandment is that of liberation. God 
is the source of freedom. 

The importance of these words lies not in 
what they say about something which is said 
to have happened ages ago but in what they 
say about our own lives now and here. This 
very day, this very hour, this very minute, 
God stands ready to lead His enslaved ones 
out of bondage into freedom. 

There is such a thing as economic slavery, 
the slavery of overworked and underpaid 
toilers in mines, mills, factories and sweat- 
shops. This slavery cries up to God as 
much as ever did any servitude under which 
Israel of old may have languished. 

Then there is such a thing as moral slav- 
ery, the slavery of bad habits, bad thoughts, 
bad desires. The best of us is, in some way, 
thus enslaved. 
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O God, Who bringest forth from slavery, 
redeem us from the slavery of our own sin- 
fulness. Though the Pharaoh hordes of 
temptation pursue us, though we pass 
through the Red Sea of affliction, though 
our path lie through the dreary wilderness 
of hardship, O our Father, make us free. 
Lead us out of the Egypt of sin and selfish- 
ness. Lead us into the promised land of 
holiness and peace. 
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THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


HE worship of anything except God is 
idolatry and brings a train of evil con- 
sequences such as the Second Commandment 
describes. The worship of money, or power 
or fame—how dismal their effects! Some of 
us make a god of pleasure. Some bow down 
to their own beauty or cleverness, to their 
social standing or their achievements. Our 
own self sometimes becomes our God. A 
troubled heart, a confused mind, a tainted 
conscience are the results of such worship. 
When we worship God and God alone, 
giving ourselves to Him and Him alone, 
strength and peace fill our hearts. When we 
worship those other things, unrest fills our 
hearts. This is the sense in which we should 
take the words of our ancestors who, in their 
poetic way of speaking, were wont to say 
that God becomes jealous even as a husband 
becomes jealous when the wife whom he 
loves ceases to return that love. 
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It is also true that when parents do wrong, 
the children are likely to suffer. This is not 
because God is unjust, punishing the chil- 
dren for what the parents have done; the 
great prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel pro- 
tested eloquently against such a thought. It 
is merely a law of nature that parents who 
would have good and happy children must 
themselves live good and wholesome lives. 
How careful we should be of our conduct, 
perceiving that not we alone but countless 
others are affected thereby! 
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THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


HE Third Commandment refers to a 

law court. It forbids false swearing 
before the judge. This does not, however, 
prevent its being invested with additional 
and broader meanings, among them, the 
censure of profane language, profane lan- 
guage being not the least of the ways of tak- 
ing God’s holy name in vain. No person of 
good breeding will use profane language; 
much less a person who loves and reveres 
God. 

The Third Commandment has also been 
interpreted as enjoining a proper state of 
mind during prayer. Assuredly we are tak- 
ing God’s name in vain when we pray with 
our lips while our thoughts are far away. 


‘““My words go up, my thoughts remain 
below; 
Words without thoughts ne’er to 
heaven go,” 
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as the great Shakespeare makes one of his 
characters observe. Or as the prophet 
Isaiah, many centuries earlier, expressed it, 


“The Lord said: ‘This people draw 
nigh . . with their mouth and with their 


lips . . . . but have removed their heart 
far from me.’ ” 


If we live devoutly, we shall pray de- 
voutly. ‘He prayeth best who loveth best.” 
The more devoted and consecrated our con- 
duct toward one another, the more devoted 
and consecrated will we be when, in prayer, 
we seek our Heavenly Father. The nobler 
our lives at times when we do not pray, the 
less likely will we be, at times when we do 
pray, to take God’s name in vain. 
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THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


HE duty to work implies the duty to 
rest. We can not do good work when 
we are fatigued. 

The Fourth Commandment has particu- 
larly in mind the laboring people, “in order 
that thy manservant and thy maidservant 
may rest as well as thou.” No law ever 
enacted in the history of the world has been 
of more benefit to the toiling masses than the 
Fourth Commandment. 

Every one who works for us should be 
given one day of rest in seven. No factory, 
store, office or railroad should be conducted 
in such a manner as to deprive the workers 
of their needed rest. How many children 
give their mothers one day in the week for 
rest? 

The rest day need not be Saturday; that 
were impossible for most people whether 
Jews or non-Jews; but it ought to be one day 
in the week. 
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The Fourth Commandment is also inter- 
ested in the animals. These likewise need 
rest. Judaism has, in many beautiful ways, 
taught kindness to animals. 

Besides the Sabbath Day, the ancient law 
called for a Sabbath Year when the fields 
and the orchards were allowed to rest. Dur- 
ing the Sabbath Year, the poor and also the 
animals were permitted to help themselves 
to that which might grow of its own accord. 
Slaves would be set free every seven years, 
possibly in the Sabbath Year, while people 
who had fallen into debt were, in the Sab- 
bath Year, released from their debts and 
thus granted a fresh start in life. 


Regarding Fifth Commandment see 
page 108. 
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THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


HOU shalt not kill.” There are many 

ways of killing people. We can kill 
people by vexing them to death, worrying 
them to death, working them to death or 
letting them starve to death. Through cold- 
ness or neglect, we can render people so un- 
happy that they will wish for death, lose 
their health or, in some instances, take their 
own lives. Many a wayward son or daugh- 
ter has brought a parent’s gray hairs in 
sorrow to the grave. Overworking and un- 
derpaying those whom we employ is not the 
least of the ways in which the Sixth Com- 
mandment is violated. 

Would we be guiltless of shedding human 
blood? Then must kindness be the law of 
our lives, fairness the rule of our lives and 
justice the principle of our lives. Other- 
wise, great is the peril that we break the 
commandment, “Thou shalt not kill.” 
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THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 


INTERPRETED 
HE word “adultery,” like the word 
“adulteration” means  ‘‘mixture.” 


When that which is pure becomes mixed 
with something else, it ceases to be pure. 
Hence “adultery” means impurity. 

Originally, the Seventh Commandment 
was addressed only to persons who were hus- 
bands or wives. We, however, extend the 
sense of the commandment until it applies 
to everyone. 

Whoever loses his or her purity loses a 
priceless possession. Purity is a royal robe 
and a shining crown. Every one of us 
should be spotlessly pure. Our very 
thoughts should be pure. The moment that 
an impure thought enters the mind is a mo- 
ment of disaster. 

It is hard to be pure, surely hard to be 
pure with that purity by which our very 
thoughts shall be as the roses and the lilies. 
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No temptation is more difficult to resist than 
the temptation to beimpure. Other tempta- 
tions are like the wind. The temptation to 
be impure is like the whirlwind. 

Unwholesome books, pictures, plays and 
associates are among the causes of impurity. 
To avoid these is to enhance the purity not 
only of ourselves but of all with whom we 
come into contact. 

It helps us to know that, against every 
temptation, our Heavenly Father is our 
refuge. If we will set our minds upon Him, 
He will prove our buckler and our shield. 
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THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


“f HOU shalt not steal.” Just as there 

may be forms of idolatry and forms 
of killing that we do not suspect, so are there 
forms of stealing that we do not suspect. 
Oppression of the laborer and exploitation 
of the poor are forms of stealing. Over- 
charging in business and under-paying those 
who work for us are forms of stealing. 

When we are unfaithful at our work, we 
are also stealing. We are stealing from 
those for whom we are working. Such is 
especially reprehensible when we receive 
pay for our work. To do poor and careless 
work when we are paid to do good and care- 
ful work is surely a form of stealing. 

Again, it is possible to steal people’s time. 
The disorderly pupil in the class room thus 
commits stealing. That pupil steals not only 
the time of the teacher but also the time of 
all the others in the class. 
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Do we not often steal from our mothers 
and fathers? Not money, to be sure, but the 
time and the strength that are more than 
money. The unruly, disobedient son or 
daughter who gives his or her parents need- 
less trouble, work or care is thus a violator 
of the Eighth Commandment, “Thou shalt 
not steal.” 
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THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


a HOU shalt not bear false witness 

against thy neighbor.” The Ninth 
Commandment, like the Third Command- 
ment, refers to the law court; but this does 
not prevent our giving the commandment a 
wider meaning. Lying in any form is the 
bearing of false witness. 

The chief cause of lying is bad temper. 
Most of our lies are told in moments of 
anger or impatience. When we are angry or 
impatient, we can not sce truthfully or speak 
truthfully. That is why, at such moments, 
silence is the wisest course. 

One common form that lying takes is that 
of making statements about entire classes or 
nations of people, like the remark, “The 
Jews are crafty,” “The Irish are quarrel- 
some,” “The Negroes are lazy.” All of 
such sweeping statements made, as a rule, 
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in moments of anger or impatience are likely 
to be untrue. 

It is not enough that we ourselves abstain 
from lying. We should also refrain from 
tempting others to lie. Whenever we are 
needlessly harsh or severe with others we 
tempt them to lie, lies being told ever so 
often merely in the effort to escape severe 
treatment. The Bible has a way of coupling 
the words “kindness” and “truth” and prop- 
erly so. Where there is lack of kindness, 
there will be lack of truth. Lack of kind- 
ness within ourselves will put untrue words 
upon our lips. Lack of kindness toward 
others will put untrue words upon their 
lips. 
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THE TENTH COMMANDMENT 
INTERPRETED 


< HOU shalt not covet.” The Tenth and 

last Commandment throws light 
upon the nine preceding. The command- 
ment refers not to an outward act but to an 
inward state of mind. Thus the Decalogue 
does not close without reminding us that the 
heart is the source of all things. That which 
we inwardly are determines that which we 
outwardly do. 

“Thou shalt not covet.” The things 
which we covet are usually things which 
might harm rather than benefit. When did 
a person ever covet another’s beautiful char- 
acter, loving disposition or noble purposes? 
Just these, the most valuable things, are 
never the objects coveted. What we covet 
is usually the wealth of others or the clever- 
ness or the name or fame of others or the 
pleasures which we imagine others enjoy. 
The very fact that we covet these things may 
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be the sign that we are spiritually unpre- 
pared to possess them; their possession 
would probably be not our advantage but 
our undoing. 

The cure for covetousness is setting the 
mind high and firm in God. Confirmation, 
firm in the Eternal! When we desire God 
with all our heart and soul and might, we 
cease to desire those vain and often injurious 
things about which we are prone to grow 
covetous. 
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ADDRESS TO PARENTS 


ELOVED parents! Of all the com- 

mandments that our religion teaches, 
none comes so close to our hearts as the com- 
mand that we honor our father and our 
mother. Father and mother! In all the 
world there are none dearer to us than 
father and mother. Even when we pray to 
our God, we can think of Him only as a 
Father and our hearts especially yearn for 
the Infinite One when we remember that 
His love for us is like unto a mother’s love 
for her children. 

O our fathers and our mothers! Your 
love for us is our most valuable possession. 
As long as you live, nothing can rob us of 
that love. Should trouble come upon us, 
you will love us not less but more. Yes, even 
should we stumble and fall, even should we 
stray into the ways of sin, father and mother 
are still father and mother. Father’s arms 
are always strong to lift up, and on mother’s 
bosom there is always comfort. 
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Powerless are we to thank you for all 
your goodness toward us. How can our 
feeble words describe all that you have done 
for us from the very beginning of our ex- 
istenceP One thing only can we do, dear 
parents! We can seek to return your love. 
As dearly as you have loved us, we can seek 
to love you. 

We blush when we recall that, in the past, 
we have often acted unworthily. O forgive 
us if, owing to childish folly, we have been 
indifferent, disobedient or fretful. Our 
striving shall henceforth be to walk in the 
ways of Him Who bids us love and honor 
our parents. By the goodness of our lives, 
we would honor you. By the purity of our 
hearts, we would honor you. By faithful- 
ness to our duties, we would honor you. 

O for all eternity, may God hold you in 
His keeping. Long may we have you at 
our side as we tread our earthly path. In 
our hearts lives the hope that even beyond 
earth we shall have you at our side. Even 
beyond the dark vale, God Who has, in His 
mercy, brought us together will, in His 
mercy, keep us together forever and for aye. 
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BLESSING BY THE RABBI 


TERNAL One, Thou hast promised 
Thou wilt bless them. Bless them 
with strength, bless them with holiness, bless 
them with the inner radiance which is Thou. 
“Throughout the changing scenes of life,” 
be Thou at their side. Be Thou nigh unto 
them in the hour of triumph lest they for- 
get Thee in their triumph. In the hour of 
temptation, be Thou nigh unto them that 
the temptation prevail not. In the hour of 
pain and anguish, O Thou, our Comforter, 
be Thou nigh unto them. Yea, in the last 
bitter hour, when the night descendeth, be 
Thou nigh unto them. Let them, beyond 
the night awaken, to find Thee, Love Ever- 
lasting, eternally nigh unto them. Amen. 
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ADORATION 
LORD, Our God! “The heavens 


and the heavens of heavens can not 
contain Thee”; how much less the hearts of 
us, Thy frail children. ‘Thine are the orbs 
of light and shade.” Thine are the heights 
and depths of space. The ages past and the 
ages to come are Thine and only Thine. 
Thou art present in the glittering stars that 
spangle the heavens at night; and in the 
winds that breathe through the treetops is 
Thy blessed voice to be heard. Every dew- 
drop, every grass blade, and the soul of every 
living thing gloweth with Thy presence. 
We are powerless to find words of our own. 
We can but exclaim in the rapturous song of 
one who adored Thee in ages past: 


“Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? 
Or whither shall I flee from Thy pres- 
ence? 
If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art 
there; 
If I make my bed in the nether-world, 
Behold Thou art there. 
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If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea; 

Even there would Thy hand lead me, 

And Thy right hand would hold me. 

And if I say: ‘Surely the darkness shall 
envelop me, 

And the light about me shall be night’; 

Even the darkness is not too dark for 
Thee, 

But the night shineth as the day, 

The darkness and the light are both alike to 
Thee.” 


O Heavenly King of Kings! Not even 
the angels are pure enough to look upon the 
fullness of Thy glory. And we who are but 
dust and ashes, we whose days pass away 
like a shadow, we whose years on earth are 
but a brief glimmer in the night—what can 
we say in Thy presencer In breathless 
adoration, our souls sink prostrate before 
Thine Almighty throne. Lord, Lord, we 
bow the head and bend the knee and mag- 
nify Thee, O King of Kings, O Holy One, O 
Ever Blessed! 

Choir: Va-a-nach-nu Kor-e-im. 
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CLOSING PRAYER 
EAVENLY FATHER! The hour 


of communion with Thee is drawing 
to aclose. We thank Thee for the blessings 
that Thou hast brought unto our souls. 
Sweet and comforting is the thought of Thee 
and of the great love in which Thou dost 
enfold us. Heavenly Father, in any hour of 
sorrow or temptation to which the future 
may bring us, may this thought be our 
strength and our support. 

Before departing from this holy place, we 
again lift up our hearts in mindfulness of 
our parents and our homes. Help us, Lord, 
that we may never forget how mother and 
father have suffered for us and toiled for us. 
O how unselfishly have they loved us! How 
fondly have they placed in us their hopes! 
Do Thou help us to become worthy of all 
the goodness and affection that dwell within 
their hearts. 

And not only upon the families sheltered 
by our homes do we ask Thy blessing, but 
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also upon the larger family whose home is 
the entire earth, the family of mankind 
whereof Thou, O God, art the Father and in 
which all men are brothers. In behalf of all 
these, Thy sons and daughters, we would 
earnestly pray. 

Our hearts go out especially toward those 
that are in trouble and distress. Of all that 
are suffering in body or in soul, we would, 
at this hour, be mindful. Toward the poor 
and the downtrodden, toward those that toil 
and drudge at tasks that are hard and hope- 
less, toward those that groan beneath bur- 
dens too heavy for them to bear, we would 
be full of love and compassion. 

May we earnestly work for the spreading 
of justice and righteousness among men. 
May we help in the task of hastening the 
day when poverty and oppression of all 
kinds will cease from the earth. Yea with 
all the house of Israel “we fervently pray 


that the day may come,” etc. (Union Prayer 
Book). 


Choir: On that day the Eternal shall be 
one and His name shall be one. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PRAYERS 


OUR TEMPLE AS THE HOLY DAYS 
APPROACH 


Upon our Temple place Thy guiding 
hand, O Lord. Overrule its imperfections, 
Thou achieving where we fail to achieve. 
Fathomless Thy resources of grace and love, 
oh touch Thou those hearts that we can not 
touch. In the irresistible summons of the 
holy season approaching, appear Thou unto 
every wavering soul. Speak unto us Thy 
words of life. Be Thou the sunshine calling 
into blossom the latent sweetness of every 
heart that the glory in us may answer to the 
glory of Thee and that we, no longer for- 
getting Thee, may be joined unto Thee in 
healing and hope and strength. Amen. 


z 


OUR SCHOOL 


Thou, our truest teacher, let our school be 
Thy school. May all who teach therein 
and who are taught therein be taught of 
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Thee. Teachers and pupils alike do Thou 
bring nigh unto Thine ineffable light and 
love, that, foremost of all our knowing may 
be the knowing of Thee and that, knowing 
Thee, we might love Thee above every 
earthly lure, every earthly hope and every 
earthly gain. Amen. 


x 


REMOVAL OF THE LEAVEN 


The leaven in our hearts needs removing, 
O our Father, ere Thine own fair Passover 
can enter. Our hateful thoughts, impure 
thoughts and greedy thoughts are the inner 
leaven. O Thou cleanser of Israel, Thou art 
eternally at work. Do Thou search out our 
leaven and make our spirits clean. Amen. 


2 


OUR ENEMIES 


Grant, Lord, that we might overcome our 
enemies by transforming them into friends. 
Make them and make us conscious of those 
deep inward reaches whereby every heart is 
rooted in our world’s deep common life. 
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Cause us to cease looking into the directions 
that oppose. Cause us, O Thou our Utmost 
Good, to look into the one direction of a 
united look unto Thee. Amen. 


2 
WORK 


We thank Thee for our work, O Heavenly 
Father, sustaining, bracing work, feeding 
soul as well as body, lifting us from the 
quagmire of despondency, setting us on the 
high, firm ground of hope. O Infinite 
Worker, how blessedly all true work is a 
working together with Thee! Amen. 


ze 
OUR CONFIRMANTS 


Tenderly draw near unto our boys and 
girls, O Father Eternal. Shine Thou into 
their hearts. Rescue them from the quick- 
sands of worldliness and illusion. Lead 
them to the Rock that is high. Yea, Love 
Divine, reveal Thou unto them the sweet- 
ness and the peace of putting from their 
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hearts all earthly desires. Let those cleansed 
hearts be for Thee alone to dwell in. Unto 
Thee make their souls cling for all eternity, 
finding in Thee their light and their salva- 
tion and their life’s inexhaustible strength. 


Amen. 
ze 


OUR COUNTRY 


Bless our country, O our Father. Make it, 
not in boastfulness, but in truth, the land of 
the free and the home of the brave; free 
from every sin and folly and so nobly brave 
that, facing every foe, our only armor may 
be guiltlessness, our only weapon love, our 
only stronghold Thou. Amen. 


se 
ISRAEL’S FREEDOM 


Not freedom from care but freedom from 
sin is our great need, O Thou, our Liberator. 
From the Egypt of sordidness and selfish- 
ness lead us forth. Go Thou before us, our 
pillar of cloud by day and, in the night of 
trouble, our guiding pillar of fire. Amen. 
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Lord, grant us a childlike trust in Thee. 
What the day will bring forth we know not. 
Futile alike are our hopes and fears. We 
can be sure of Thee alone. We rest in Thee, 
O Father, and resting in Thee, our step is 
firm, our path secure. Amen. 


2 


SORROW 


Our loving Heavenly Father, no night is 
too dark for Thee. No pain or anguish find- 
eth Thee indifferent. Let us place our 
troubled souls in Thy dear enfolding arms. 
Let us, in our woe, rest upon Thy bosom. 
Spread the pinions of Thy love over our 
pain, that our pain itself may become hal- 
lowed and that our endurance may become 
glorified because we suffer in Thee. Amen. 


x 


OUR CHILDREN 


We pray for our boys and girls, dear 
Heavenly Father. In Thy sweet mysterious 
whispers, speak Thou unto their souls. 
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Tenderly lure their hearts and their steps 
unto Thee. Let Thy beauty be upon them. 
Let Thy love be within them. Make them 
radiant with the light of Thy dear counte- 
nance forever. Amen. 


& 


THE BABIES 


Thou Shepherd Who gatherest the lambs 
in Thine arms, Thine is the voice we hear 
and Thine the presence we feel when we 
ponder the mystery and the sweetness of our 
new born ones. 

Truly, O Father, out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings hast Thou ordained 
strength. The strength of mighty armies— 
how futile beside the strength of the baby 
smile and the baby touch! 

Tenderly keep these dear ones, Lord. 
Grant us the eagerness to do, by them, the 
right. May not one of these little ones, 
through any fault of ours, suffer or perish. 

Bless the mothers, we beseech Thee. Let 
mother love ever have mother wisdom as its 
aid. And bless the fathers. Bless them in 
such wise, that for all who come into the 
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world, health of body and grace of mind may 
be the certain heritage. 

Whatsoever we do, O Father, may the 
conscience within us be so honored that we 
also, like the weaned child with his mother, 
might still and quiet our soul in Thee. 
Amen. 


& 


OUR WOMANHOOD 


Our womanhood beseecheth Thee, O 
Heavenly Father, that it may possess all that 
is good in womanhood and naught that is 
weak. May the daughter’s love for parents, 
the wife’s love for husband, the mother’s 
love for children, unfold into the supernal 
love, the love of truth and fairness, the love 
of justice and duty, and, above aught else, 
the love, O God, of Thee. Amen. 


* 


PRAYER OF AN ADOLESCENT GIRL 


The world that I see, hear and touch is 
the garment of my soul. The garment will 
be laid aside and Thou, O Love Ineffable, 
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wilt clothe my soul in the bridal attire of 
life everlasting. Amen. 


& 
A MAN’S PRAYER 


Lord, if Thou wouldst find me this day, 
seek me on the firing line where the smoke 
and noise of battle fill the air. Seek me 
where I fight the brave fight for law, order 
and efficiency. I know, my God, that if I 
die in the fight I do not die but that I rise 
unto life everlasting. Amen. 


x 
THE CHILD'S AL CHET 


For the sin that we have sinned by losing 
our temper, 

For the sin that we have sinned by making 
fun of others, 

For the sin that we have sinned by speaking 
ill of others even though we believed that 
they deserved it, 

For the sin that we have sinned by seeking 
revenge, 
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For the sin that we have sinned by disobey- 
ing our parents, 

For the sin that we have sinned by annoying 
our teachers, 

For the sin that we have sinned by acting 
discourteously, 

For the sin that we have sinned by peng 
impure, 

For the sin that we have sinned by telling 
untruths, 

For the sin that we have sinned by neglecting 
our studies, 

For the sin that we have sinned by shirking 
our duties, 

for all of these, O Heavenly Father, do not 

forgive us but make us hate, despise, loathe, 

detest and abhor these sins; and then when 

we have curbed our temper, given cheer to 

others, spoken kindly of others, returned 

good for evil, obeyed our parents, gladdened 

our teachers, shown courtesy to everyone, 

abandoned our impurity, corrected our 

falsehoods, prepared our lessons, and per- 

formed our duties, then, 
Let us feel Thy loving arms about us. 

Then may we say unto Thee, “my Father” 
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and, within our hearts, hear Thee answer, 
“I am with Thee, my beloved child.” 
Amen. 


x 
THAT HUMILIATION 


That humiliation! Nay, it was Thou lay- 
ing hold of me by the heart strings. 


2 
HAVING SEEN 


Precious Light! Having seen Thee once, 
I must seek Thee forever. 


x 


THE EPIDEMIC OF 1918 


Almighty Father, amid the trouble that 
hath come upon us, grant that our hearts 
might look trustfully unto Thee. Rescue 
us “from the snare of the fowler and from 
the deadly pestilence.” Endow us with the 
wisdom and the caution to keep the dread 
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sickness far from us. Bless and enlighten 
all physicians and nurses and all officers who 
safeguard the public health. Heal those 
whom the plague hath smitten and those 
whom the plague will smite. Comfort those 
unto whom bereavement must come. 

Hold in Thy protection all our brethren 
of the House of Israel and all the inhabi- 
tants of our dear city. Speedily deliver our 
beloved country from its many woes. 

More precious unto us than our own will 
make unto us Thy dear will, O Heavenly 
Father, and vouchsafe that the path we 
tread may finally lead to Thy blessed King- 
dom of light and love. Amen. 


& 


AFTER THE EPIDEMIC 


We thank Thee, O Father, that Thou hast 
preserved us through the days of trial and 
danger. Hold fast our hearts, dear Lord, 
that health and peace and victory may, no 
less than sickness, war and defeat, bind us 
with bonds of love unto Thee. Amen. 


ZB 
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Eternal God, in mercy hear this prayer! 

Not wealth, tho’ given by Thine all-boun- 
teous hands, 

Nor fame’s bright crown, nor learning’s 
laurel fair, 

Nor eloquence that listening throngs com- 
mands; 

Not ease, nor joy nor power nor high degree, 

Is what I seek, Eternal One, of Thee. 


But do Thou make me humble, chaste and 
mild; 

With righteousness and truth endue this 
mind, 

To serve Thee, Lord, not earth’s vain pleas- 
ures wild, 

To scorn myself but live for human kind. 

A friend unto the friendless let me be: 

Tis this, O Power Divine, I seek of Thee. 
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NOTES CONCERNING THE CON- 
FIRMATION SERVICE 


This confirmation service will be found 
to be “festooned” upon the choral responses 
in the Festival Morning service of the Union 
Prayer Book. Before the confirmants enter, 
the service may be conducted to the end of 
the first paragraph following ‘“Bor’chu es 
Adonoy hammevoroch.” The prayer book 
may again be used in connection with the re- 
moval and return of the scroll from which 
the Ten Commandments (from Deuteron- 
omy) are read. After the last number of the 
confirmation program, the prayer book may 
be resumed for Kaddish and Conclusion. 
Otherwise the confirmation service is a sub- 
stitute for the prayer book liturgy. As a 
substitute for the prayer book passage “The 
Torah which God gave unto Moses is a heri- 
tage of the House of Jacob,” the following 
words, if spoken by the Rabbi, may be 
used : 


[131] 


PRAYERS OF THE JEWISH ADVANCE 


“Life is a Mt. Sinai, up-hill and 
thorny the path but, beyond the black 
clouds, the glory of the Lord, our God: 
Hear, O Israel, the Eternal our God, 
the Eternal is one.” 


When the class is comparatively small, it 
is highly effective to have the confirmants 
occupy a diversity of positions for rendering 
the several parts. Thus, the class may stand 
in front of the altar, facing the altar during 
the invocation and during the presentation 
of certificates. During the opening hymn, 
“Father See Thy Children” (if sung by the 
class), during the Opening Prayer, the 
Flower Offering, and the Adoration, also 
during the Reading and Recitation of the 
Ten Commandments, the class may stand on 
the altar facing the congregation. The class 
may stand on the altar facing the ark during 
the Rabbi’s Blessing and also during the 
appropriate moments of the removal and 
returning of the scroll in the handling of 
which the confirmants should participate to 
the fullest extent possible. The other parts 
of the service are recited by individual mem- 
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bers of the class occupying the altar alone; 
excepting the passage from Isaiah LV 
which is recited while the scroll is being 
prepared by the other confirmants for return 
to the ark. 

With diligent practice, the procedure 
from one position to the other can be ren- 
dered graceful, dignified and impressive. 

Each Commandment should be recited by 
a different confirmant after the reading of its 
Hebrew equivalent by the Rabbi or by a 
member of the class. 

When not occupied on or near the altar, 
the confirmants should be seated, with some 
graceful adaptation of size and sex, in the 
pews immediately in front of the altar. The 
confirmants occupy their seats in these pews 
while the Rabbi delivers the Confirmation 
Address at the termination of which the con- 
firmants ascend the altar for the blessing. 
During the blessing, Handel’s “Largo” can 
serve as a highly appropriate organ volun- 
tary. In some congregations, it is customary 
for the Rabbi to say a few earnest words 
quietly to each confirmant in the course of 
the blessing after which the Rabbi’s Blessing 
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given on page 110 may be spoken audibly. 
Sometimes the confirmants, when leaving 
the altar after the blessing, go to the parental 
pews for the parental blessing, returning to 
their seats in front at some suitable cue near 
the termination of the choral number that 
follows. 

The reason for omitting “Fifth Com- 
mandment Interpreted” from the sample 
program that follows is the effort to dis- 
tinguish the Fifth Commandment by its uti- 
lization in the “Address to Parents.” 
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SPECIMEN CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
ORDER OF SERVICE 


“How Blessed Is” (Processional ) Choir 
Invocation Rabbi 
Hymn, “Father See Thy Children” Class or Choir 
Opening Prayer Confirmant 
Flower Offering Confirmant 
Sanctification Confirmant 
Address to Congregation Confirmant 
“The Meaning of Judaism” Confirmant 
“Our Non-Jewish Neighbors” Confirmant 
Reading and Recitation of the Ten Commandments 
Hebrew of the Ten Commandments Confirmant 
Isaiah LV Confirmant 
First Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Second Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Third Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Fourth Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Sixth Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Seventh Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Eighth Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Ninth Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Tenth Commandment Interpreted Confirmant 
Address to Parents Confirmant 
Vocal Selection Choir 
Confirmation Address and Blessing Rabbi 
Vocal Selection with Violin Obligato Choir 
Adoration Confirmant 
Closing Prayer Confirmant 
Presentation of Certificates by President of the 
Congreéa 
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